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Interior Designer Creates “The Home Project File”
For Do-it-Yourselfers And Home Renovators

by Robin B, Mueller

“Alter seoing my cliehty and dtudeniz’
bring me their home decorating idens,
magazine pages, fbricswitches, poing
chips, ile samples and fumitoee photos-in
papersackt, zip lock bage awed shoeboxes: |
Eitew there wis a murket for this preduet,”
says Patrice Barge-Munden, fhe owner)
principal desiper of Patnce Munden
Inlerior Design, o fmll-seryice pesidential
interiordesign fivm.

Barge-Munden created "The Home
Project File." s durable, heavy-duts three-
ring Binder that allows do-it-yourself
decorators and home fenovators, dreimes
collecting ideds for their decotators, andfir
professional interiordesigners to coliect
and orpanize all their ideas. samgles,
malerials, prodect information, measore-
menls amd eosts dforap to 5% rooms or
propects) i one convenicnt binder,

“The-keey is 1 carry this Sasy-ta-use tool
with you in your car, soyou 'can shop with
confidence and save time, money anid
frusteation,” explinns Borge-Munden,

“How muny mimes have vk oot had wha

Going Solo

you nected o mnke a good buying
decisien? You find some discontinued
Blinds, but you don't have your window
measNIemants. O Yol see S potentiol
tile Tor your bathroom, but vour paint chips
ure at home,” she recounts,

0, yens sturnble on the perfect fabric for
your old chair, but only six y‘ards_a_a.m et 1T
yort dogt*t hivve your yphilsisrer’s phone
numbern, you.can't call to ask if he o 'she.
can squesge ol what's needsd 1o refimish
o ehudr, Mowe, whens vou toke your
hirider in your ciir, you ' 1 have all yor
inforrmition al your [ingertips.”

The Home Project File Contains:

B Six-blank “*Room-or Project Pages’ fo
réearl jdeas, nodes, progress.and im-
portant product and store information,
and tor ek cosls and budgeis,

B Ciraph paper (o draw ip mom, wrindow
and door measerements toseale and o
Tecord eXACT IWARITeI s

W Six large ncid-frog, ransporent pockets
o -hobd  photographs; wood amd: tebe

=amples. fabric swatches, prodoct mfio,
receipts, ete,

B A contrsctors pegeiolist nemes, phone
numbers, hourly chargeshids of alec-
tricians, plambers, painters, installers,
ul

B Six pages of her own designer tips,

“Fhelicve that every person has-his or her
own style and st ey Just have 10 he
encoamiged lodevelop it suys Barpe-
Munden. “Ilike to serve 2 a facilitator for
my chenis; tohisly them reach their dreams
nete continng to behutfy teirhome
themselves.™

Having tanght desipn courses at-Se Louis
Commmunity Callage, "y gonl i o encor
age do-iyourselfers i irust thelr instincts
attel by | thes home they v in now; (o
make it heirdream home.™

Bapge-Mundan doesn’s wint to make her
cliznts dependant om her, In fact, in this
age of decoraling and do-it-yourself
television shows and magrines, she
encourages chients fo “celehrate their
tagte,”

ST 420l people thut thetr home or fooms
should appear &5 though ey wene pol
together aver tme," she Expiuins, “Don't
bée-alrasd 10 iy things you Jike, or worry if
they 1 fitn, Talways£ay By domethmg
thet really speaks to vob and the things
yosiown will always o together.™

Barge-Munden began creating and
sewing her own window freatments while
her ustnnd served in the military i aly.
A Virginin native, she opeed Windows and
Mode, in Williamishume, Vil in 1989, Afier
WETIOUR- I ek Bl metherhood, Barge-
Musniden eheieed her fnterior desipn degree
and worked ata 51 Louis design firm,

I 20612 shie began har own business,
Patrice Munden Interlor Design, and hag
tagght interior dezigm classesat S Lows
Comrsanity Colbegs at Flonssont Valley.

She upclates aldar homes and transforms
Piitest of all ypes for new uses, One of her
current commissions incudes e muoli-
phased reriovation of o historic home wt
Westminster Place. '

Barge-Munden stresses thint her business
bBag suceeeded becanse 1 liston, 1 ask
questrons and talk 10 spoases about how
both of themreally [ive, nedwhat theirend-
goads really are, 1f peoplecan’ describe
their-taste to me; I look in their closers il
mediately get o 4enge of their styie nnd
calors. A cor lellsyon n ot sbout a
person’s personality!

Sl pokes, 'L renlly thought aboot calling
iy buginess = The Finisher' for a while,
becnuse it seems that oot of my jobs are
fimishing up what people have started,
Teelpang them to complede the last 25% of
ot to-make it look palished—
accessorizing anadding window treat-
ments,

Amemberof the Amencan Soviety of
Imterior Designers. she served e education
committee chairperson for the Missoun
East chapter s wak featured in the Sr.
Lowis Post-Esparch 10 2004 Tn 2007, she
foundeéd Innerspace Publishimg Company
ard published “The Home Project File: &
Decorating and Remodeling Crgandser, ™

She anly hall-jokes. “After self-puhlish-
ing this hoolk, my next hook 15 going to b a
hook teaching people how to seii-publish!™

The Home Project Fike is availabde for
£24. 95 atwwwthehomeprojectfile,com, 1
also want o encourage isers of my
prrocduct fo email me o to send: phiotos of
the rooms:they "ve crenied,” ahe adds, “I'm
eiper to see their creations, and T weloome

Patrice Barge M unaan

thitie fogan endd idens domoke this resource
even betler as we expand our prodaction
imito nutiomal inarkets.”

Harge-Munden's enthusiastic and
energetic personality has served her well ns
shie hias marketed lver book locally and
matically, A fewture 10 West
Mewsmagnzine in early Jufe promptad thore
salex tham ever hefore through her website,
Her featuré also will unin Mid Rivers
MNewsmugazine and Central Newsmagazinne,
renching more than 180,000 homes,

She has sent press kits to regional
newspapers and magazines, s well o
locally produced television shows,” She lns
advertised throaeh fhe Google nebwork;
and s ekt ads appenrom several home
wihgites,

Barge-Muniden has alse contacted local
anid nationnl bookstores, asking them fo
stock her bookand offer sipmings. She has
appdied 0 become 3 vendor 10 a national
crafisd store. She also has promiofed the
book a5 4 preat “closing™ gift 4o realtom
and brokers for thede clients,

Barge-Munden sends ot & monthly
minrketing leter 1o her conlacts, urging
them (o visil ber website and to purchase
her product. Tn June, for e cample, she
pointed out the product benelits forn
nawly marmed conple, new homeowners ar
& pradusbe “setting up howse™ For thee first
tme.

Comsidering her thriving business, busy
family life and ongoing book promotion.
ihig sumemer will be anything bt relasing
for Barge-Munden, Bt din's (e way she
Iikes it " Ialwiys Teel enerpized when 1
have & project—and Ithink everyons
ahenld pursoe their deoams, 1'm thank$ul
for how fur Uve slready come, but § want to
get-this resourcy to the people who nesd
il-—=tiomenwners who want io transform
theirhomes into their own dream home!™

O netwy omeowmer, Asia Shani-Clark,
wiio was Erying fo juppie room projects in
her ald and new home w1 the same tims,
banghi The Home Project File. “If was so
easy just o kecp the hinder on the front
seat of my cnr and siip things in,” she zays.,
“Tfeeklike Efinally hove some organization
inmny fifie ™
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